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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/12/2005 has been entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 14 is not understood. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-14,16-21,23-26,30-32,34-37,39,41,42 and 44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Petersen. 
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Petersen discloses a series of risers coupled about the interior moonpool 
perimeter of the hull. The risers are laterally inserted into keel guides, and tensioned by 
winches which allow vertical movement as is known in the art. 

Re claim 4, the points face outwardly away from the hull volume, into the 
moonpool. 

Re claim 7, such fails to define over the riser support floats. 

Numerous of the method dependent claims recite only structure, and accordingly, 
such claims will carry no weight. 

Re "keel joint", such fails to define any specific structure and/or arrangement so 
as to define over the buoyant riser support floats. 

Re "non-temporarily", as presented, such is intended use as set forth in the 
preamble, and is accorded no weight in the claims. 

Re "for use during everyday ordinary vessel operation", such fails to define any 
specific structure and/or arrangement so as to define over Petersen. 

Re claim 36, the apertures do in fact have a closed periphery in one 
configuration. 

6. Claims 1-5,7-14,16-21,23-26,30-32,34,35 and 44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eie. 

Eie discloses the field of the invention including risers 13 suspended and 
supported as claimed. Re "risers", such fails to define any specific structure and/or 
arrangement so as to define over elements 13 of Eie. The risers are laterally supported 
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below the waterline in cylindrical passages which face outwardly of the hull. Side entry 
of the risers is permitted as claimed. 

Re claim 5, plates 21 present inboard facing surfaces. 

Re claim 7, and sliding or contacting surface comprises a "bearing", i.e. a plain 
bearing. 

Re claim 21, cylinders 39 function as springs. 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 6/27/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments have been addressed within the body of the rejection. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Horton teaches risers passing through a lower hull. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ed Swinehart whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6688. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 6:30 am to 
2:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ed Swinehart 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 




